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May 2019 Issue  

 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
 

Apostolates: 
 

upcoming monthly nursing home visits: 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 
471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 

Third Wednesday: May 15th, 6:30pm 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursday: May 23rd, 6:30pm 
 
 

 
 

Br James Voeller – 5/17 
Br Dismas Paskiewicz – 6/5 

Eileen Moore – 6/7 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 

 
Meetings: located at Queen of Peace Friary 

1289 Lafond Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 
 

May Council Meeting:  
Sunday, May 19th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 
Initial Formation: 

Friday, May 24th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 
Text: The Franciscan Journey 

Make up chapters  
 

Regular Fraternity Meeting  
Friday, June 7th  

Business meeting – 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Jeannie 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace – 
7:00pm followed by refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats: Anne, Eileen, Jeannie 
 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, June 9th   

Chapter 11 
The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis  

 
June Council Meeting: 

Sunday, June 9th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 
 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are encouraged to attend 
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MEETING MINUTES – May 3rd     
 
Professed Members: Brenda Berry, Janie Carlson, 
Jeannie Kratzer, Eugene Krentz, Mary Marshall, 
Eileen Moore, Will Moore, Chuck Roach, John 
Rosensteel, Helen Rush, Marlene Skavnak, Steve 
Smith. 
Affiliate: Debbie Watson. 
Inquirers: Nini Milbrath, Karen Nelson. 
Spiritual Assistant: Br John Mary Kaspari. 
Visitors: Jeremiah Blume, Mike Giligius, Br Pio 
King, Marty Spicer. 
 
Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer.  
Chuck shared his personal reflection on Article 17 of 
the Rule. (See page 3) 
 
The Minutes from the April meeting were 
approved.  
 
Financial Report (Robin): 
 

April Starting Balance:     $952.71 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace – 2nd qtr         -50.00 
Br John Mary – second quarter                    -25.00 
April Common Fund Collection                +155.00  
April Ending Balance:                               1032.71 
 

Savings Balance:                 $524.88 
($462 will be due in July for the second half of the 
Regional Fair Share.) 
 

The financial report was approved. 
We took up a special collection. 
 

Member news: There is a GoFundMe page for a 
member in financial need: 
https://www.gofundme.com/mikebartel  
Brenda shared updates and prayer requests from 
those who are unable to attend (see page 5). 
Thanks to Jeremiah Blume for donating a book 
entitled The Saints to our library. 
 

Formation Report (Jeannie): Congratulations on 
the profession of Mike Bartel and John Rosensteel 
on April 23rd. (See pictures pages 4.) 
The next initial formation meeting will be on Friday, 
May 23rd. Rite of Admission for current Inquirers 
will be in June. Plans are in the works to begin a 
new Initial Formation Orientation group. 
Study questions for the June Fraternity meeting 
(Chapter 11 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis) 
were distributed. (See page 5.) 

 
The Brothers’ report (Brother John Mary):  
Br Seraphim will be ordained to the priesthood at 
the Cathedral at 10am on May 25th. His first Mass 
will be at St Casimir’s at 9am on May 26th. All are 
invited. (See page 3 for details.) 
Br Seraphim has picked out a Franciscan Chasuble. 
The Fraternity will purchase this as a gift for him.  
 
Apostolates: 
 

Monthly Nursing Home Visits: Third Wednesday 
at 6:30pm at The Estates at Lynnhurst; Fourth 
Thursday at 6:30pm at Little Sisters of the Poor 
 
Region Events:  
Formator Workshop for those on the Formation 
Team: Friday, May 31st at Christ the King Retreat 
House in Buffalo. Cost is $35. 
The Annual Minister’s Meeting is Friday evening, 
May 31st thru Sunday morning, June 2nd at Christ 
the King Retreat House in Buffalo. Steve, Eugene 
and other members of the Council plan to attend. 
 

The Fall Gathering will be hosted by our Fraternity. 
Our presenter will be Br Seraphim Wirth. It will be 
at St Bonaventure Church in Bloomington on 
Saturday, September 14th.  
 
Council Elections: A reminder that our Council 
elections are scheduled for our November Fraternity 
meeting. Eligible members, prayerfully consider 
how God is calling you to participate in the Council.  
 
Ongoing Formation:   After the Holy Hour and 
social time, we broke into 3 groups to reflect on the 
Sunday readings and the second part of Chapter 10 
of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis. Thank you to 
John, Will and Jeannie for facilitating. 
 
Closing: We shared intercessory prayers (see page 
5); Steve lead us in the Prayer of St Francis and a 
Hail Mary in honor of Mary’s month of May.  
 
 

 
Special thanks to Marlene for taking notes for the 
minutes of the meeting! 
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Rule Sharing Reflection by Chuck Roach 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Rule 17: 
 

In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan 
spirit of peace, fidelity, and respect for life, striving to 
make of it a sign of a world already renewed in Christ. 
 

By living the grace of matrimony, husbands and wives 
in particular should bear witness in the world to the 
love of Christ for His Church. They should joyfully 
accompany their children on their human and spiritual 
journey by providing a simple and open Christian 
education and being attentive to the vocation of each 
child. 
 

Some thoughts on some of the phrases: 
 

In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan 
spirit of peace 
• As I’ve said before, when I’m doing my quiet 

prayer (contemplation) although I’m listening, I 
don’t hear God’s voice, or have great inspirations, 
or get directions, but I do feel a deep peace in my 
life. I believe that’s God’s gift to me. 

In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan 
spirit of fidelity 
• Fidelity: faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief, 

demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support. 
• Loyalty! To God; to your parents, to your spouse, 

to your children; to your friends, and to your 
fraternity family. People will remember your loyalty 
and hopefully inspire them to emulate it. 

In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan 
spirit of respect for life 
• When we were young, Mom and Dad would pack 

up the family on Sundays and we’d go visit elderly 
friends and relatives. Our attention span was too 
short to have long conversations with them, we’d 
just go play while Mom and Dad visited, but you 
could tell that the elderly thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing us. And it was good for us to see them as 
they aged. 

By living the grace of matrimony,  
• I’m in a Friday morning men’s group where we 

watch a video of a speaker and then break into 
small groups. 2 weeks ago, a priest that was 
giving the talk said that you MUST NOT try to love 
your spouse or kids without help from the Holy 
Spirit! On your own, you can’t just will yourself to 
be tolerant and patient and not snip or over-react 
to some little thing. It takes you AND the Holy 
Spirit. 

Husbands and wives in particular should bear witness 

in the world to the love of Christ for His Church. 
• Jesus gave his life for His Church; the perfect 

example of sacrificial love. 
• Sacrificial love for your spouse and family is true 

love.  
Joyfully accompany their children on their human and 
spiritual journey 
• Accompany them, but let them learn by their 

mistakes. As long as you’ve formed their 
consciences well, they will, eventually, make you 
proud in the vocation they choose. 

 

This ancient Jewish prayer, and we pray it every 
Saturday night in Night Prayer, speaks of bearing 
witness to God and “drill it into your children”. 
 

Shema: Deuteronomy 6:4-7 
Hear, O Israel!* The LORD is our God, the LORD 
alone! Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your God, 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength. Take to heart these words which I enjoin on 
you today. Drill them to your children. Speak of them 
at home and abroad, whether you are busy or at rest. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

With praise and thanksgiving 
to Almighty God 

The Franciscan Brothers of Peace 
and the family of 

Deacon Seraphim Wirth, fbp 
request the honor of your presence, 

prayers and support 
for the Rite of Ordination 

to the Sacred Order of the Priesthood 
through the laying on of hands 

and the invocation of the Holy Spirit 
 

by the Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 
Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis 

 

on Saturday, May 25, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Cathedral of Saint Paul 

National Shrine of the Apostle Paul 
239 Selby Avenue 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102 
 

and the Mass of Thanksgiving 
with a reception following 

on Sunday, May 26, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 
at Saint Casimir Catholic Church 

934 Geranium Avenue East 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106 
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OFS Profession of Mike Bartel and John Rosensteel 4/23/19 
 

     
    Jeannie 

 

       
   Mike,  Steve,  John  Will 

 

    
         Chuck,   Steve,    Mike                  John,   Fr Bauer 

Courtesy of Br Didacus Photography
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May Prayer requests: 
• In thanksgiving for our newly professed members - 

John Rosensteel and Mike Bartel. 
• That the Lord will meet the needs of our OFS 

Inquirers as they continue the formation process 
and discern their calling to the Secular Franciscan 
Order. 

• For blessings and provision for Brother Seraphim 
as he prepares for priestly ordination. 

• That the Lord will provide for all the needs of the 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace and guide all their 
ministries. That the Lord will call whom He will to 
this vocation and guide those in discernment and 
formation. 

• May we all live the Gospel life through the 
intercession of St Francis. 

• For the needs of Jerry, Heidi and their family. In 
thanksgiving for the recent birth of Veronica.  

• For healing for Mike Bartel who is still unable to 
drive since his shoulder surgery 

• For all our members and loved ones in need of 
healing and other support, including: 

o Norma and her family 
o Mike Gross  
o Janet Lukesh 
o Eugene 
o Brenda who is scheduled for hip 

replacement surgery 
o Br John Mary’s parents 
o Jeannie’s sister 
o Debbie’s family 
o Chuck’s sister and family 

• For healing of our brokenness and for freedom 
from addiction – that we will trust the Lord to meet 
all our needs.  

• For protection of persecuted Christians. 
• That all refugees and immigrants will be treated 

with compassion and justice. 
• For conversion of souls. 
• That our grown children will return to the faith and 

experience healing of relationships

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THE PERFECT JOY OF ST. FRANCIS-CHP. 11, THE DIVINE REFRAIN, pg. 216-227 
Study Questions for 6/7/19 OFS Fraternity Meeting 

In the 2nd half of Chapter 10, Francis’s holy way of life had triggered a transformation, spiritual revolution never 
before seen among the lay people. Rich people were gave up their wealth, middle class citizen’s visited and helped 
lepers, married couples lived apart, the poor accepted their poverty willingly. They wanted St. Francis to write them a 
rule, too.  With the help of Cardinal Ugolino, Francis writes a Third Order Rule for lay people, the beginning of the 
Order of Secular Franciscans.  Francis struggles with poor health and exhaustion, so, he can no longer govern the Friar 
Minors, but was still asked to be the Order’s spiritual leader.  New  Brothers are added; Brothers Ceasar, Elias, and 
Anthony. The Friars Minor  Order was full of corruption, treachery, pride, hypocrisy and was going to ruin.  They had 
strayed away from the purity of his rule of gospel and poverty. He struggles with leadership changes in the Friars 
Minor Order after Fr. Peter, the Order’s Minister dies, and is replaced by Bro. Elias. He tames the wolf at Gubbio, 
finding a solution that brings both peace and harmony for both the wolf and the people.  He is tormented by 
depression, loneliness, worry, doubt, grief, and darkness in his mind, heart, and soul about the future survival of his 
Order and its ability to follow his rule over time. In Chapter 11, almost blind, St. Francis withdraws to the mountains 
of Fonte Colombo, with Brothers Leo, and Bonizio, to rewrite the Franciscan Order rule with the hopes of saving his 
order. He received Divine guidance from the Holy Spirit, and direction from Cardinal Ugolino.  The new rewritten rule 
was lost, and then rewritten again, and then submitted the Church in Rome for approval. This whole process took a 
huge physical, emotional, and mental toll on St. Francis, and his health continued to deteriorate. 
 
1.   Francis withdraws to the mountains of Fonte Colombo to rewrite the rule for his Franciscan Order.  Why does he 
have to rewrite it, who helped him and why?  Pg. 216-217. 
 
2.   What happens when Francis presents the rewritten rule to Brother Elias, the Order’s New Minister, and what was 
Francis’ reaction to Brother Elias, what was Francis’ solution?  Pg.218-221. 
 
3.   The new rewritten lost rule is taken to Rome for approval.  What were the conflicts between Francis and Cardinal 
Ugolino over finalizing the rule for Papal acceptance?  What was the focus of each one?  Pg. 222-225. 
 
4.   What were the final changes that Cardinal Ugolino made to the rule, and what was Francis’ reaction to them, and 
what was their final comment to each other.  Pg.  223-227. 
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    JUNE 9, 2019 
Pentecost	Sunday	
 

Reading	1	 	 	 	 	ACTS	2 :1 -11 	
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, 
they were all in one place together. 
And suddenly there came from the sky 
a noise like a strong driving wind, 
and it filled the entire house in which they were. 
Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in different tongues, 
as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven staying in Jerusalem. 
At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, 
but they were confused because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language. 
They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, 
"Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? 
Then how does each of us hear them in his native 
language? 
We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 
inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, 
as well as travelers from Rome, both Jews and 
converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, 
yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues 
of the mighty acts of God." 

Sequence	Veni,	Sancte	Spiritus	
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
And from your celestial home 
 Shed a ray of light divine! 
Come, Father of the poor! 
Come, source of all our store! 
 Come, within our bosoms shine. 
You, of comforters the best; 
You, the soul's most welcome guest; 
 Sweet refreshment here below; 
In our labor, rest most sweet; 
Grateful coolness in the heat; 
 Solace in the midst of woe. 
O most blessed Light divine, 
Shine within these hearts of yours, 
 And our inmost being fill! 
Where you are not, we have naught, 
Nothing good in deed or thought, 

 Nothing free from taint of ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour your dew; 
 Wash the stains of guilt away: 
Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
 Guide the steps that go astray. 
On the faithful, who adore 
And confess you, evermore 
 In your sevenfold gift descend; 
Give them virtue's sure reward; 
Give them your salvation, Lord; 
 Give them joys that never end. Amen. 
 Alleluia. 
 

Gospel		 	 	 	 	JN	20 :19-23	
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, "Peace be with you." 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained." 
 
Or:      JN 14:15-16, 2 3B-26  
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate to be with you 
always. 
 
"Whoever loves me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our dwelling with 
him. 
Those who do not love me do not keep my words; 
yet the word you hear is not mine 
but that of the Father who sent me. 
 
"I have told you this while I am with you. 
The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will 
send in my name, 
will teach you everything 
and remind you of all that I told you." 
 


